How to Make Your Windows Last: 5 Simple Tips to Extend Window Life

Your windows are one of the most important elements of your home. With the right care and attention,
they can last for decades while keeping your home energy-efficient and comfortable. Here are five
simple tips to help you get the most out of your windows and avoid costly repairs down the line.

Tip 1: Clean Your Windows the Right Way

Regular cleaning is essential for keeping your windows looking their best and functioning efficiently.
However, using the wrong cleaning methods can lead to scratches, damage to seals, or even long-term
wear on your windows. Here's how to clean them without causing harm:

e Use Non-Abrasive Cleaners: Stick to mild soap and water or a gentle, non-abrasive glass cleaner.
Harsh chemicals can weaken seals and damage window frames, especially with vinyl or wood
windows.

e Avoid Harsh Scrubbing Tools: Use soft microfiber cloths, squeegees, or non-scratch sponges to
prevent scratches. Abrasive pads and brushes can easily leave marks on the glass or damage
delicate parts of the window.

e Clean on Cloudy Days: Cleaning your windows when the sun is shining can cause cleaners to dry
too quickly, leaving streaks behind. Opt for an overcast day to allow the cleaner to do its job
without drying too fast.

e Pay Attention to the Frames and Seals: While cleaning the glass, don't forget the window frames
and seals. Dirt and grime build-up can degrade the window's ability to insulate your home, leading
to drafts and higher energy bills.

By following these simple cleaning tips, you'll not only keep your windows sparkling but also help extend
their lifespan and avoid potential damage.

Tip 2: Check for Leaks and Drafts Regularly

Leaks and drafts are common window problems that can significantly reduce the efficiency of your
windows, driving up energy bills and causing discomfort in your home. Here's how to stay on top of it:

e Feel for Drafts: On a windy day, place your hand near the edges of your windows to see if you feel
a breeze. This indicates a leak in the window's seal.

e Inspect Seals for Cracks or Gaps: Regularly check the seals and caulking around your windows.
Any cracks or gaps could lead to air and moisture getting inside, causing damage over time.

e Fix Small Issues Immediately: If you notice any minor leaks, you can use caulking or
weatherstripping to seal them before they get worse. If the problem persists, it might be time to
contact a professional.

Addressing leaks and drafts early can save you from bigger, more costly repairs later on and keep your
home's temperature more consistent.

Tip 3: Lubricate Moving Parts

Windows with moving parts—like sliding windows or windows with hinges—need occasional lubrication to
ensure smooth operation and prevent wear and tear:

e Use a Silicone-Based Lubricant: Spray a silicone-based lubricant on the tracks or hinges of your
windows. This helps them open and close smoothly without sticking or making noise.



e Check for Rust or Corrosion: If you notice rust on metal components, address it immediately. Rust
can prevent smooth operation and may require professional repair if left untreated.

Lubricating your windows a couple of times a year can help prolong the life of the moving parts, saving
you from premature repairs or replacements.

Tip 4: Mind Your Frames

Window frames need attention too, as they can be susceptible to damage from weather conditions,
moisture, or regular wear. Keeping your frames in good condition ensures a longer lifespan for the entire
window system:

e Clean and Inspect Frames: Whether your frames are wood, vinyl, or aluminum, regularly clean
them and check for any signs of damage, such as warping, roft, or peeling paint.

e Prevent Moisture Damage: For wooden frames, make sure they're sealed properly to prevent
moisture from causing rot. Reapply sealant or paint as needed to protect the wood.

e Watch for Mold or Mildew: Mold and mildew can form around frames due to condensation. Clean
any mold with a mixture of water and vinegar and ensure the area is well-ventilated.

Caring for your window frames not only preserves their appearance but also helps them last longer,
keeping your windows strong and durable.

Tip 5: Schedule Professional Inspections

Even with regular maintenance, there may be issues with your windows that are hard to spot. Having a
professional assess your windows can catch potential problems before they turn into costly repairs:

e Yearly Inspections: Schedule an annual check-up with a window professional to ensure your
windows are in good shape. They can identify things like hidden drafts, failing seals, or structural
damage that could lead to bigger issues.

e Timely Repairs: If a professional spots a problem, addressing it early can prevent more serious (and
expensive) issues down the line, extending the overall life of your windows.

Conclusion:

By following these five simple tips, you can maximize the lifespan of your windows, improve energy
efficiency, and prevent costly repairs. Regular maintenance and timely professional help are key to
ensuring that your windows stay in top condition for years to come.



